Holiday 2018/Winter 2019
Dear Customers,
In January, Barrett Bookstore will have been in business
for 80 years! Although the store has hopscotched around to
different locations, it has been constant in its commitment
to provide great customer service in a friendly atmosphere.
I hope we have succeeded in carrying on the tradition. All of
us who work at the store are devoted readers and, although
we don’t use algorithms, it is a great pleasure when we
recommend a book and hear that you or the person you
bought it for loved it!

Most of you are aware of the redevelopment plans that are
in the works for both Noroton Heights and Darien. We have
had many questions from concerned customers as to the future of Barrett Bookstore. We are thrilled to announce that
we will be moving to Corbin Drive in Darien sometime in
the new year, and will have a permanent place in the new
downtown development. The plans look amazing! Details
will follow. We have been happy in Noroton Heights. The
Palmers have been very generous to us over the years, and
we wish them the very best for their future plans.

www.barrettbookstore.com

Meanwhile, our shelves are full in anticipation of
the holidays. There are so many outstanding new titles that it was hard to choose which to feature in
the following pages. But, I hope you will find something for everyone on your list.

Besides books, we have a large selection of Christmas cards, calendars, toys, board games and puzzles
for children and adults, stocking stuffers for all ages,
and a whole menagerie of our favorite soft animals
from Jellycat.
We look forward to seeing you during the holidays,
as always, and will make every effort to make your
shopping experience pleasant and productive. We
will be open Sundays after Thanksgiving for your
convenience. Please see the back page for holiday
hours. All of us at Barrett Bookstore are grateful for
your support and wish you and your families a
peaceful, joyful holiday and new year.

Left to right, back row: Dorothy McClure, Brianna Schneider, Libby Stowell, Raffaello Piccoli, Cheryl Bailey, Yvette Morgan, Rosanna Nissen, Tatum Fichthorn front row: Sally Lovegrove, Sheila Daley, Riley, Robin Harvey (missing Suzanne Martella, Maggie Fitzmaurice)

Holiday
Construction Site on Christmas Night,
Sherri Duskey Rinker, A.G. Ford (Illustrator)
The trucks are gearing up for Christmas by building a special building.
But, there's a surprise waiting for each
of them, too as each finishes their part
of this big, important job and rolls off
to a sweet and sleepy goodnight.
Young construction fans will love the
rhyming text and expressive, colorful
artwork.Ages 3-6

HOLIDAY PUZZLES FOR FAMILY FUN
Take a break from those screens! Gather around a table
and spend some quality time assembling a puzzle. We
have a great selection, something for every taste and
age—images from Lang’s folk art, clever New Yorker cover
art, fun collages from the White Mountain collection and
beautiful wooden ones from Artifact.

Polar Bear Wish, Lori Evert,
Per Breiehagen (Photographer)
We first met Anja when she was fouryears old in The Christmas Wish, a favorite that has become a traditional
holiday read for many families. Now, five
years later, husband-and-wife team
bring us back to their classic Nordic
world in a new story illustrated with extraordinary photographs and starring
their daughter, Anja.
On a winter night, Anja tells her dog,
Birka, about a special Christmas party.
Alas, it’s far away, and there is no way for them to get there. But,
in the morning her cousin, Erik, appears with his dog—and a
sled! Off they go with their husky pups into the snowy landscape.
Their journey is full of adventure and magic as they get stuck in a
blizzard, rescue a baby polar bear and meet some old friends.
Beautifully crafted, this new tale will delight children and adults.

Pete the Cat’s 12 Groovy Days of Christmas,
James & Kimberly Dean
Pete and his friends are rockin’ and
groovin’ while counting down the
days to Christmas! Who needs five
golden rings, when you can have five
onion rings? Join Pete and the gang
for some holiday cheer. He adds a
cool-cat spin on a well-known Christmas carol, bringing a hip and energetic spirit to the season. Ages 4-8

Santa Bruce, Ryan T. Higgins
Bruce is a lot of things. He is a
grumpy bear. He is a pretty decent
cook. And he likes to sleep through
the winter. One thing Bruce is
NOT? Santa Claus! But that doesn't stop the whole forest from lining
up to give him their Christmas
wishes when he becomes the victim
of mistaken identity—again. A
wonderful, funny read-aloud story children will love. Ages 4-7

JINGLE, JINGLE FROM JELLYCAT
We are well stocked with our fabulous soft toys from
Jellycats and have their whole menagerie on hand,
Warning: These fly off our shelves!
‘Leffy Elf’ definitely beats out
‘you-know-who’ in the charm department and is ready to sit on a shelf, or
anywhere in your home and work his
special holiday magic.

“Perry Polar Bear”
is irresistibly huggable and paired up
with the beautiful holiday story,
Polar Bear Wish, will make the perfect bedtime companion for any child
on Christmas night.

“Elly Elephant” is
so soft and cuddly she will become
the best friend of any lucky child.
But, unlike Zola’s Elephant in the
wonderful new picture book featured
below, she is magically real from her
floppy ears to her tail and everything
in between.

Children’s Picture

FOR YOUNG EXPLORERS

Zola’s Elephant, Randall de Sève,
Pamela Zagarenski (Illustrator.)
Moving into a new neighborhood can
be lonely. It’s lucky that Zola has a
magical best friend to keep her company, an elephant! The little girl
next door would like to welcome Zola
but is afraid to intrude. This tender,
witty friendship story of imagination
gone wild shows how assumptions
often cause us to misjudge—and
miss out. But with a little courage,
new opportunities and new friendships can be made. Zagarenski’s art
is always a wonder. Ages 4 - 7

Stunning graphic design and fascinating content make
these two oversized books ones that children will return to
again and again for hours of fun fact gathering. Ages 7 - 10

Everything & Everywhere, Marc Martin
Time for Bed, Miyuki, Roxane Marie Galliez,
Seng Soun Ratanavanh
(Illustrator)
Like children everywhere, Miyuki's
imagination peaks at bedtime, when
she remembers all the things she has
to do before she can possibly go to
bed. She needs to water the vegetables, gather snails, and prepare for
the arrival of the Dragonfly Queen.
Her patient grandfather follows along
on her adventures, gently encouraging her to go to sleep. The gorgeous illustrations make this bedtime story a special treat. Ages 4- 6

From Hong Kong to Reykjavík, Antarctic to the Amazon,
enjoy a lush and unexpected journey around the world to
discover what makes each place unique. Sleepy sloths, colorful cows, staggering skylines, terrible traffic—countless surprises await! All you need is a good guide and a little
curiosity. So, what are you waiting for? Let's go!

A World of Cities, James Brown
Did you know that Prague has the world’s oldest stillworking astronomical clock? Or that there are more museums in Mexico City than anywhere else? Explore the
world’s great cities and learn the cultural and historical
background that make each a special destination.

STORIES TO INSPIRE
Good Rosie, Kate DiCamillo,
Harry Bliss (Illustrator)
Rosie is a good dog and a faithful companion to her owner, George, but sometimes she gets lonely. When George takes
Rosie to the dog park,there are lots of
dogs. Big, loud Maurice and small, yippy
Fifi bound over and want to play. Rosie’s
not sure how to respond! Is there a trick
to making friends? Bliss’ lively cartoons
and DiCamillo’s charming story combine
to make a winner! Ages 5 - 8

Lovely Beasts: The Surprising Truth,
Kate Gardner, Heidi Smith (Illustrator)
Spiders are creepy. Porcupines are
scary. Bats are ugly. Or are they...?
This clever book with captivating illustrations gives the reader some
surprising facts about the creatures
that go beyond the first impression
to reveal its full, lovely life. Includes
backmatter with additional reading
suggestions. Ages 4 - 8

Stories for Boys Who Dare To Be Different,
Ben Brooks
Boys can be anything they want to be!
From Barrack Obama to Ludwig von
Beethoven, the author tells the story of
75 men from the past and present—
every one of them a rule-breaker and
stereotype-smasher in his own way. In
short, brightly illustrated chapters, this
timely book gives boys a welcome message: masculinity can mean many
things. Ages 9-12

Girls Think of Everything
Catherine Thimmesh, & Melissa Sweet
‘Necessity is the mother of invention.’
Whether in the kitchen or the lab, girls
have used their ingenuity to create devices to lightened their workload and
improve efficiency. What inspired these
girls, and just how did they turn their
ideas into realities? Each chapter filled
with vivid illustrations will inspire
young girls to think outside the box.
Ages 10-12

Older Readers

by Brianna Schneider

Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters,
Andrea Beaty
If you love Beaty’s picture books Rosie Revere Engineer, Iggy Peak Architect and Ada
Twist Scientist, her new chapter book series The Questioneers won’t disappoint. She
incorporates the wonderful characters and
artwork into a dynamic early reader. In the
first book of the series, Rosie’s beloved Aunt
Rose and her friends, the Raucous Riveters—a group of fun-loving gals who built
airplanes during World War II—need help
inventing something new. And Rosie is just the engineer for
the job! After one flop . . . then another . . . and another . . .
Rosie starts to lose hope. But thanks to some help from her
fellow Questioneers Iggy Peck and Ada Twist, Rosie gets the
job done. And, along with the Riveters, she rediscovers the
meaning of home. Ages 6-8

Saving Winslow, Sharon Creech
Louie doesn’t have luck when it comes to
nurturing small creatures. So, when his dad
comes home with a very sick, newborn minidonkey, no one expects it to survive the
night. But, Louie is optimistic. He sets out
to ensure that Winslow (that’s what he
names the donkey) survives by bottle feeding him, keeping him warm and showing
him love. Winslow not only survives but
also helps Louie deal with the absence of his
brother, who is away in the Army, and shows his quirky new
friend Nora how to deal with her own loss. Utilizing spare,
poetic language, Creech gently narrates this winning tale of
love and the risks it brings. Ages 7-11

Louisiana’s Way Home, Kate DiCamillo
When Louisiana’s granny wakes her up in
the middle of the night to tell her that the
day of reckoning has arrived and they must
flee their home in Florida immediately,
Louisiana isn’t overly worried. After all,
Granny has many middle-of-the-night
ideas. But this time, things are different.
This time, Granny intends for them never
to return. But as Louisiana’s life becomes
entwined with the lives of the people from a
small Georgia town — including a surly motel owner, a walrus-like minister, and a mysterious boy with a crow on his
shoulder — she starts to worry that she is destined only for
good-byes. In Louisiana’s own words, “this is the story of confusion, but it is also the story of joy and kindness and free
peanuts.” Ages 9-12

Grenade, Alan Gratz
This historical novel tells the story of two
young boys during the American invasion
of Okinawa. Hideki, a 14-year-old boy
from Okinawa, is forced to graduate early
to join the Blood and Iron Student Corps
to help the Japanese defeat the United
States. He is given two grenades—“ One
grenade is for the American monsters
coming to kill your family… and the
other is to kill yourself.” Ray, a young
American Marine seeing war for the first time, is told to
“shoot them before they shoot you. That’s how you survive.” The chapters alternate between their two voices and
show that war is complicated and difficult no matter what
side you are on. Ages 10 and up.

Last Kids on Earth and the Cosmic Beyond,
(Book Four) Max Brallier
Like the other books in the Last Kids on
Earth series, this one is just plain fun.
The witty dialogue and graphics make it
a sure winner for not only avid readers
but reluctant ones too. Not to worry if
you haven’t read the earlier books, Brallier quickly gets the reader up to speed.
It’s the first winter after the Monster
Apocalypse. For Jack and his buddies,
that means sled catapults, epic snowball
battles, and one monstrous Christmas celebration. But
their winter wonderland turns dark when a villainess begins hunting them. And this villainess is different—she’s a
human. When she steals Jack’s prized monster-slaying
tool, the Louisville Slicer, he vows to get it back. But it
won’t be easy. Jack and his friends soon discover that the
Louisville Slicer is the key to a dark plan that threatens
the entire world—and beyond… Ages 9-12.

Zora & Me: The Cursed Ground, T.R. Simon
Simon’s historical novel takes place in
Eatonville, America’s first incorporated
black township, created after the Civil
War. The book alternates between 1855
and the story of Maria, a young white
girl, and Lucia, a slave, and their complicated relationship; and the lives of Zora
and Carrie, two young girls in 1903 who
discover that there is more to their town
than they realize. These two worlds collide powerfully to highlight the “unfinished business of
slavery.” One of the best middle grade historical fiction
books I have read in a longtime. It keeps the reader engaged from the first page to the end and leaves them with
a lot to discuss about a terrible time in American history.
Ages 10-14.

Young Adult & Up
War Outside, Monica Hesse
Haruko and Margot should never have been
friends; in fact they never should have met.
Haruko is a young Japanese-American girl
from Denver. Margot is a German-American
teenager from Iowa. But both of their families are uprooted to Crystal City, a family
internment camp in Texas created for those
accused of colluding with the enemy, during
World War II. Haruko is worried about her
brother who is serving in the United States
Army’s Japanese division in Europe and Margot is angry at
her father’s support of Nazis in the internment camp. The
girls’ friendship grows as they try to navigate their upturned
lives in a place where everyone is suspicious of one another.
Ages 12 and up. — Brianna Schneider

A Winter’s Promise: Book One of The Mirror
Visitor Quartet, Christelle Dabos
After a terrible phenomenon called The Rupture, the world was shattered into pieces,
known as Arks, with separate deities on each,
gifting the inhabitants with certain skills.
Ophelia is no exception. Her power to read
the old, curious objects in her museum is unrivalled to everyone else on her ark, and the
gift to travel through mirrors is prodigious to
all those around her. Yet when her life is
flipped on end after she is arranged to marry
the mysterious Thorn on a ark rumored to be brutal in its ways,
Ophelia has to find her way through the perplexing world that
she must now call her own. As she realizes that there is more
strings to this marriage then she had bargained for, she must
discover the truth, even if she must travel deeper into the center
of this dark web of lords and ladies, playing a puppet in this political game with death threats hidden in smiles. Now, in the
company of her distant, merciless, soon-to-be husband, and his
manipulating yet gorgeous aunt Berenilde, Ophelia must decide
who to trust, if anyone at all, in this new and enchanting tale.
Age 14 and up — Daisy Fichthorn

Swing, Kwame Alexander
with Mary Rand Hess
What a fun, great read! Swing is a young
adult novel written in verse. It covers
music, art, poetry, baseball, war and teenage
love, so many topics, yet it does it smoothly
with a unique rhythm that fans of Kwame
Alexzander know so well. Noah and Walt
(aka Swing) are cut from the baseball team
for the third year in a row, Noah is stuck in
the “friend zone” with his love interest and
pal Sam, while Walt has plans for a baseball
comeback. It will be a read full of emotions with a very powerful ending, that not only young adults will enjoy but adults
as well. Ages 13 and up — Yvette Morgan

Mystery
The Reckoning, John Grisham
In Reckoning, we are transported from the
Jim Crow South to the jungles of the Philippines during World War II; from an insane
asylum filled with secrets to the Mississippi
courtroom where Pete Banning, decorated
war hero, patriarch of a prominent family
and faithful member of the Methodist
church, is on trial for murdering his pastor
and friend. Great storytelling with layers of
legal suspense are signature Grisham and
this is one of his best.

Long Road to Mercy, David Baldacci
Eeny, meeny, miny, moe: Words seared in
the memory of six-year-old Atlee as the
kidnapper chose his victim—herself or
Mercy, her twin sister, She never saw
Mercy again. Now, thirty yeas later FBI
agent Atlee Pine is assigned a case in the
remote southwest, and she confronts not
only her past nightmare, but a threat to
the future of the nation. This debut to a
new series has all the trademark sizzle
that fans expect.

Dark Sacred Night, Michael Connelly
Another first! It was only last year that the
reader met LADP Det. Renée Ballard, the
fierce and fascinating protagonist of The
Late Show. Now she returns and teams up
with Harry Bosch, the grizzled veteran of
many cases, to solve the murder of fifteenyear old Daisy Clayton. A runaway on the
streets of Hollywood, she was brutally
killed, her body left in a dumpster like so
much trash. Few writers can capture the
gritty streets of L.A. and the inner workings of the LAPD like
Connelly. Add the brio of new dynamic partnership and you
have a winner.

Target, James Patterson
A leader has fallen, and Alex Cross joins
the procession of mourners from Capitol
Hill to the White House. Then a sniper's
bullet strikes a target in the heart of DC.
Alex Cross's wife, Bree Stone, newly elevated chief of DC detectives must solve
the case or lose her position. The Secret
Service and the FBI deploy as well in the
race to find the shooter. Alex is tasked by
the new President to lead an investigation unprecedented in scale and scope.
But is the sniper's strike only the beginning of a larger attack on the nation?

Staff Picks
Gone So Long, Andre Dubus III
Gone So Long by Andre Dubus III is a tension
filled novel that keeps the reader on edge despite its leisurely tempo. It is the story of a father and daughter separated by a tragedy and
it’s repercussions. Written in alternating
voices of the daughter Susan and her father
Daniel, we learned that Daniel has been incarcerated for 15 years in a prison located in
the northeast, and Susan has been living with
her maternal grandmother in Florida. As the
book opens, Daniel has been released from
prison and for the last 20 years has been living a solitary life caning chairs and volunteering with the elderly. Susan is a writing
professor who is trying to write her own story and make sense of
her traumatic childhood. Daniel, after being diagnosed with cancer and told to put his affairs in order begins the long journey
across the country to see his daughter once again. He doesn’t tell
Susan he is coming and the reader soon finds out, she doesn’t
want him visiting. Don’t miss this one! — Sally Lovegrove

The Winter Soldier, Daniel Mason
Vienna, 1914. Lucius is a twenty-two-year-old medical student
when WWI breaks out. Eager to do more than
just memorize text and label anatomy charts,
he enlists with the expectation that he will become a physician’s assistant. He is sent to a
makeshift hospital lodged in a church in the
remote Carpathian Mountains, where Sister
Margarete, the only remaining nurse, welcomes him. He is to be the primary doctor.
Throughout his first brutally cold and snow
filled winter, he receives a crash course from
the enigmatic Margarete in treating typhus
and lice infestations, and performing amputations. With her steel
will, endless compassion and steady hands, Margarete keeps the
hospital running in the midst of horrifying injuries and dwindling supplies. But there is one injury which even Margarete
can’t heal; “Nevenshock”, today known as PTSD.
Seemingly uninjured men would arrive at the hospital with unexplained paralysis, tremors and contortions. One day, a silent
Hungarian soldier arrives, the titular “Winter Soldier”. Stuffed
inside his greatcoat are reams of exquisite drawings which Lucius and Margarete pore over, trying to unlock his past. When
Lucius decides to cure the soldier on his own, the consequences
are unimaginable and will haunt Lucius for years to come.
Daniel Mason is a psychiatrist and he imbues this novel with his
research into mental illness and its treatments throughout history. He is also deeply attuned to the pressures facing medical
personnel during wartime, along with the emotional attachments
which are usually heightened. The Winter Soldier captures the
horrors of WWI, the dying of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the
fragility of medicine and the eternal longing for both love and
atonement in a sweeping novel which is impossible to put down.
— Robin Harvey

Love is Blind, William Boyd
What a complete delight to be transported into the late 19th Century world
of Brodie Moncur! Born in a small Scottish village, his extraordinary talent as
a piano tuner is his ticket to a world beyond his dreams as he accompanies the
most famous pianist of the day, John
Kilbarron, on his international tour.
While Brodie has perfect control over
his instrument, even adjusting the keyboard to disguise Kilbarron’s waning dexterity, his heart
is another matter. When he falls passionately in love with
Lika Blum, a Russian soprano of middling talent, but
abundant charms—and disastrously the mistress of Kilbarron—his life is forever changed. In a linear narrative
that sings, Boyd explores Brodie’s plight with wit, pathos
and great empathy. We root for Brodie. We ache for him.
We rejoice in his moments of happiness. A wonderful
story that captures the heart.
— Sheila Daley

Unsheltered, Barbara Kingsolver
In 2016, 50-year-old Willa Knox never
thought she would be barely scraping by.
She had been a successful journalist and
her husband a tenured college professor.
Now, they have both lost their jobs and
have been forced to relocate to an inherited house in Vineland, NJ where they
work at part time jobs while caring for an
ailing father-in-law, their activist daughter and the baby of their son, whose wife
has died. With no money to repair their house, which is literally falling down around them, Willa decides to research the
house’s history in hopes of obtaining a grant from the local
historical society. In the 1870s, Vineland was a real-life
Utopian community founded by developer, Charles Landis. A
young teacher, Thatcher Greenwood, lived in her house along
with numerous relatives. At this point, the novel splits into
two parallel narratives with riveting coincidences and insightful commentary on human nature and the dangers inherent in not accepting change in times of upheaval.
In Vineland in the 1870s, Thatcher Greenwood, put off by the
social climbing ways of his wife and the Utopian dogma of
John Landis, befriends his next-door neighbor, Mary Treat.
Mary (a real person) is a biologist and frequent correspondent with Charles Darwin. When Thatcher attempts to teach
Darwinism in his classroom, he is threatened with the termination of his contract. Two conflicting newspapers take sides
in the debate with disastrous results when the anti-Darwin
Charles Landis tries to silence the “fake news”.
As in her previous novels, Kingsolver weaves environmental,
societal and political themes in with astute observations of
the daily existences of her fully realized characters who love,
hate and worry with both anguish and satirical humor. Rich
in historical detail with vivid dialogue and wonderful storytelling, Unsheltered is ultimately an optimistic look at how
individuals and families can survive in the face of turmoil
and uncertainty. — Robin Harvey

Staff Picks
The Golden State, Lydia Kiesling
The Golden State, Lydia Kiesling’s debut
novel, is not your typical tale of new motherhood. Daphne is having a nervous breakdown
of sorts when she walks out of her pretty good
job working for a small university near San
Francisco, picks up her sixteen month old
daughter from daycare and takes off to a rural
community in the California desert. She goes
to her grandparent’s cozy trailer like home,
which she has been left, to sort out her life. A
student in Turkish studies she has married a
Turkish man and through a bureaucratic mistake he has been
stuck abroad with a green card problem. Daphne’s life is in limbo
as she tries to get her beloved husband back to the U.S, but also
fighting her conscience, knowing that she should simply pack up
and move to Turkey with her daughter. She spends her flight
from reality both loving and hating all her alone time with her
daughter, drinking too much, and meeting a few unusual characters that ultimately let her see her priorities clearly. This is a
light read with some humor thrown in, but also well-written and
thought provoking. — Sally Lovegrove

Paris Echo, Sebastian Faulks
Tariq Zafar is a restless young man from
Tangiers and Hannah Kohler is a brokenhearted scholar from America. Their paths
cross in Paris, where they have both come in
search of the past. In Sebastian Faulks’ new
novel, Paris Echo, the Muslim teenager and
the wary writer share little in common, but
form a bond through the wonders, mysteries,
and secrets of the City of Lights. The book
takes the reader on a wonderful journey
through this historic city, while revealing the depth and richness
of its characters
.
Tariq is a vain, confident young man, who is eager to leave his
village and venture into the world. He decides to go to Paris, the
birthplace of his mother, who died when he was young. There, he
confronts his ignorance and naivete, working with and befriending people who teach and show him the complicated history of
Paris and the world. He is humbled as his eyes are opened to
what he does not know and to the extent of his sheltered upbringing. Hannah has returned to Paris after 10 years carrying
the emotional scars of a long ago love affair. She is there to research the lives of women under the German Occupation during
World War II. She immerses herself in her work, discovering stories of courage, endurance, and tragedy during a period that the
French would prefer not to acknowledge. While coming to know
these women, she learns a great deal about herself and begins to
heal.
Paris Echo is both an engrossing story and an illuminating guide
to a majestic, complicated and endearing city. Paris itself is as
much a character in this book as are Hannah, Tariq and all the
people they meet through their travels. The author of Charlotte
Gray and Birdsong has given us another jewel.
— Libby Stowell

The Dakota Winters, Tom Barbash
A fascinating, fun novel about the Winters
family, who reside in New York City’s
famed Dakota apartment building in the
year before John Lennon’s assassination
In 1979, twenty-three-year-old Anton Winter returns from the Peace Corps, after recovering from a near death case of
malaria, to his childhood home in the
Dakota. His father, the famous late-night
host Buddy Winter, recovering from a public meltdown on stage, is there to help him. It doesn't take
long for Anton to get pulled into an effort to reignite Buddy's
stalled career. A task that takes him from the gritty streets
of New York, to the slopes of the Lake Placid Olympics, to the
Hollywood Hills, and then Bermuda. Tom Barbash weaves
Buddy Winters in with the who's who of the famous during
the 70's, Johnny Carson, the Kennedys, and of course, John
Lennon. But the more Anton finds himself tangled in his father’s professional reinvention, the more he begins to lose his
own self.
Both hilarious and poignant, The Dakota Winters is a fun
family saga and a great page turner. I enjoyed reading
thoughts from the perspective of John Lennon and Yoko Ono.
It felt almost like a memoir from an intriguing time in New
York City. Charming and lovable characters fill this delightful
novel. — Tatum Fichthorn

Washington Black, Esi Edugyan
Esi Edugyan's new novel, Washington
Black, is a terrifying, magical, sprawling
fable which reprises themes from her
Booker prize short-listed debut novel Half
Blood Blues. The story begins with the
horrors of slave life on a sugar cane plantation in Barbados told from the point of
view of an eleven year old slave boy. These
beginning chapters are the most powerful
and beautifully written of the entire novel,
yet the story then unfolds in a series of
tableaus which defy the imagination and exert a hypnotic effect on the reader. Our boy protagonist escapes the plantation
on a hot-air balloon, travels to the Arctic, spends years in
Nova Scotia, and finally ends in England and Morocco. His
journey is a fable by any standard, yet the issues it raises via
his interactions with the white world, populated as it is with
both well-meaning men and moral monsters, yield deep psychological insights which will resonate with anyone concerned about the crisis in race relations in today's world.
The narrative voice which Edugyan gives to Washington
Black, or "Wash" as he is known by others, is a first-rate example of her immersive, entrancing literary powers, and the
way it changes as the boy grows into a man capable of transcending his victimhood rings true and is deeply moving.
I loved this book and savored it over several sittings. The
final scene is one of ineffable beauty, and will be debated
for some time to come. It's worth the trip!
— Raffaello Piccoli

Staff Picks

Bio & Memoir

Ladder to the Sky: A Novel., John Boyne

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Jane Sherron De Hart

The protagonist of John Boyne’s mesmerizing new novel is surely one of the most despicable characters in fiction, yet he is
portrayed with such sly wit that we are irresistibly drawn into his world. Maurice
Swift is gifted with beauty and charm, but
cursed with an unbridled ambition to become a great novelist and join the pantheon
of prize-winning authors. Foiled by a lack of
imagination that might inspire a story worthy of literary attention, he resorts to deceit
and skulldugerry on a horrific scale. Moving from the Amalfi
Coast where he matches wits with Gore Vidal, to the literary
scene in Manhattan and London, Maurice preys on the talented and vulnerable as he pursues his cold-blooded climb to
the top. But the higher he climbs, the further he has to fall...
and it is delicious, like a guilty pleasure, to immerse oneself in
his tale. A brilliant, dark novel laced with of laugh-out-loud
humor. — Sheila Daley

If there's one person in America who happens to be attracting attention these
days, it's Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, aka RBG. She's 85 years
young. And if she passes—during the
current President's term—the course of
the Court will undoubtedly be changed
for decades. Who is this RBG? No less
than a fascinating human being. She's
tiny in stature, while massive in intellect,
judgment and effectiveness as a Justice. Her career has been
consumed with fighting for the "little guy" when basic equality of treatment was at risk. A liberal or conservative?
"She's proved herself too thoughtful for such labels.” This volume has been 15 years in the making. If the author takes
her time with the events of RBG's early and middle years,
De Hart's coverage of the recent past has a sense of urgency,
Readers sense that RBG is troubled, maybe "appalled" would
be a better word. The whole idea of the law in a world of fairness seems to be flipped up side down. What is equality any
more? Honesty? Truth? RBG will not be with us forever—
and I suspect at this rather fragile time millions of people
not only want RBG to "hang in there", but they also want to
learn about this extraordinary little lady. So here's your
chance. — Bob Wells

The Latecomers, Helen Klein Ross
This is a wonderful novel that will become
a favorite for historical fiction lovers. It is
1908 and 16 year old Bridey runs away with
her sweetheart Thom to America from a
small village in Ireland. Unfortunately,
Thom dies of ship fever leaving Bridey
alone and pregnant in a new country. In
order to survive she gives up the baby for
adoption and finds work at a sprawling estate in Connecticut for the Hollingworth
family. Bridey adjusts nicely, but within
the home there are many secrets that may come to light after
a mysterious death in the family, secrets that can destroy the
household forever. — Yvette Morgan

The Collector’s Apprentice, B.A. Shapiro
Fans of Shapiro’s art-themed books The Art
Forger and The Muralist will love her new
book, The Collector’s Apprentice. The time
period this time is the 1920s, and the places
are Philadelphia and Paris. Paulien and her
family have been scammed by a man she
thought she was to marry, and she is
shunned by all who knew her. Alone and
without money in Paris, she finds a job as a
translator for wealthy art lover Edwin
Bradley, loosely based on collector Albert
Barnes. He introduces her to Gertrude Stein, and artists in
her salon, and brings her to his estate in the United States.
The former fiancé is also now scamming people in the US.
Post-Impressionist artists are characters in the book (especially Matisse) and there are many art-related conversations.
— Dorothy McClure

Becoming, Michelle Obama
In her memoir, Michelle Obama invites
readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from
her childhood on the South Side of
Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and
work, to her time spent at the world’s
most famous address. With honesty and
wit, she describes her triumphs and her
disappointments, both public and private.
Warm, wise, and revelatory, this is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman who has defied expectations—and whose
story inspires us to do the same.

Keeping At It, Paul Volcker
As chairman of the Federal Reserve
(1979-1987), Paul Volcker served under
six presidents. His story, told here with
humor and down-to-earth erudition, illuminates the dramatic changes that have
taken place in American life, government,
and the economy since World War II. He
recounts the crises he managed alongside
the world's prominent politicians and financiers. Yet, he first found his model for
competent and ethical governance in his
father, the town manager of Teaneck, NJ, who instilled Volcker's dedication to absolute integrity and his "three verities"
of stable prices, sound finance, and good government.

Sports
Quarterback, John Feinstein
Legendary bestselling sportswriter, John
Feinstein, dives deep into the most coveted
and hallowed positions in the NFL and
tells the stories of five top quarterbacks—
Alex Smith, Andrew Luck, Joe Flacco, Ryan
Fitzpatrick and Doug Williams and their
multi-billion-dollar teams. With unprecedented access, he takes readers inside their
unique experiences of playing the position,
what it's like in the locker room, huddle,
heat of battle, press conferences, and
through spectacular moments and embarrassing defeats.
Fans will enjoy this unique perspective on American football.

Play by Play, Verne Lundquist
Verne Lundquist's remarkable broadcasting
career has placed him at the center of major
sporting events in America for more than
fifty years, from Jack Nicklaus's final victory at the 1986 Masters to Tonya Harding's
attack on Nancy Kerrigan at the 1994
Olympics to the Auburn-Alabama shocker of
2013. In his first memoir, he replays highlights from his career, taking sports fans behind the scenes of some of the most
dramatic moments in modern sports history.

Basketball: A Love Story, Jackie MacMullan,
Rafe Bartholomew, Dan Klores
This extraordinary oral history of basketball
as told through a series of candid conversations with the game’s ultimate icons will add
a new dimension to the sport for any fan. It is
the story of a Canadian invention that took
over America and the world, of a supposed
“white man’s sport” that became a way for
people of color, women and immigrants to
claim a new place in society and of a game
that makes great demands, yet gives so much
back in return. A personal and passionate
tribute to the sport from its key players and coaches.

Belichick, Ian O’Connor
Bill Belichick is perhaps the most fascinating figure in the NFL. As head coach of the
New England Patriots, he’s led the team to
five Super Bowl championship trophies. In
this revelatory and robust biography, readers will come to understand and see Belichick’s full life in football, from watching
college games as a kid with his father, a
Naval Academy scout, to orchestrating two
Super Bowl–winning game plans as defensive coordinator for the Giants, to his dramatic leap to New England, where he has made history.

The Big Fella: Babe Ruth and the World He
Created, Jane Leavy
Drawing from previously untapped documents and Ruth family records, Leavy
breaks through the myth and delivers the
man. His was a life of journeys —from uncouth to couth, spartan to spendthrift,
from Baltimore to Boston to New York,
and back to Boston. Then, after hitting his
60th home run in September 1927, he embarked on a riotous three-week victory lap
across America, accompanied by Yankee
teammate Lou Gehrig. Jane Leavy recreates that 21-day circus and in so doing captures the romp and
the pathos that defined Ruth’s life and times.

The Circuit: A Tennis Odyssey,
Rowan Ricardo Phillips
Phillips, sports columnist, poet and avid
fan, revisits 2017—from winter’s Australian Open, where Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal renewed their rivalry to fall’s
U.S. Open, when Maria Sharapova returned to the game as only she could.
Along the way, he paints a new, vibrant
portrait of tennis, one that captures not
only the emotions, nerves, and ruthless
tactics of the point-by-point game but also
the quicksilver movement of victory and defeat on the tour.

US Open: 50 Years of Championship Tennis,
Richard S. Rennert
This book provides a comprehensive look at the tournament, from
the early years of tennis legends
such as Billie Jean King and
Arthur Ashe to iconic players
such as Roger Federer and Serena Williams. Original contributions from journalists, players,
coaches, and notable fans stand
alongside gorgeous photography.
A perfect gift for any tennis fan.

The Pats: An Illustrated History,
Glenn Stout, Richard A. Johnson
From two award-winning authors
this is the first complete story of a
legendary team and its five trophies. The definitive narrative
history of the New England Patriots is illustrated with more than
200 photographs and includes
original sidebars and essays by
Patriots chroniclers Leigh
Montville, Upton Bell, Howard
Bryant, Lesley Visser, and more.

History

by Bob Wells

American Dialogue, Joseph J. Ellis
What did the founding fathers really mean
when they crafted the U.S. Constitution back in
1787? And more importantly, how does the
language of this document inform decisions
today? "Originalists", like the late Antonin
Scalia, have felt like The Constitution is a rigid
gospel, not to be reinterpreted (and thereby
changed) to fit modern circumstance.
Ellis takes four seminal constitutional issues,
injects added insights from the founders to
help understand positions, and then transports these more inclusive meanings into current context: Jefferson on slavery and
racism; Adams on economic inequality; Washington on foreign affairs and American imperialism; Madison on the doctrine of original intent regarding law. In short, what Ellis so artfully does is go
back to original sources to explain a "why" for each stance and the
slippery slope of compromise resulting in The Constitution's final
language. As Ellis articulates, while "the founders are busy being
dead, they still speak to us in the vast archive of letters and documents they left behind." But who of our leaders today really recognize these materials... materials that silently bring context to
The Constitution. This volume is a wonderfully "digestible" discussion to help make what's old new. In today's political world, one
missing ingredient to most issues is "how did we really get that
way" -- and what did the founding fathers really mean, when they
whispered to each other as they pursued the weighty task of reframing what it meant to be America.

In the Hurricane’s Eye, Nathaniel Philbrick
Five years after a collection of colonials penned
a Declaration of Independence, the war against
Britain dragged on. The Continental Army's
key strategy was to avoid annihilation, as General Washington pondered its next moves.
Truth be told? At this point, the American Revolution was teetering on the brink of collapse.
Enter the French.
Without the French and their mastery of the
sea, Washington's strategy of feigning an attack to win back New
York City–then veering south, driving his troops through New Jersey to launch an assault on Yorktown where he would corner Lord
Cornwallis in a classic siege—would never have happened. The
players? Lafayette, Hamilton, Greene, Knox and thousands of
rebel troops who would spare anything for Washington. When the
smoke cleared in mid October, 1781, Britain's proud army in The
South capitulated in utter humiliation—while the rag-tag rebels
looked on with Frenchmen at their sides. In time, across the
Pond, the British absorbed this shocking defeat, which eventually
led to a decision to abandon their hopeless attempt to retain the
American colonies.
The author, Nat Philbrick hails from Nantucket and salt spray
drips from almost all of his previous books. In the Hurricane's Eye
is no exception and the reader will be able to understand the intricacies of warfare on the water during our fledgling founding days.

These Truths: A History of the United
States, Jill Lepore
Back in 2005, this reviewer noted, "If you
have two books in your personal library,
they should be Jared Diamond's Collapse” and “Guns, Germs, and Steel."
Well, here's the third book to put on your
shelves. I know, at about 800 pages, this
volume will make your shelves sag a bit.
But it's worth it. Much of facts between
the book's covers trip over details that
have been written about many times before. Yet, if this volume has a virtue, it is truly a contribution
to the understanding of how we got to where we are today.
The thing about Lepore (who teaches American History at
Harvard), she is a sly little sleuth able to vacuum up nimble
little nuggets and apply them to her text. Here's one: Lore
has it that Washington had wooden teeth. Actually, Lepore
relates that his dentures were "made from ivory and from
nine teeth pulled from the mouths of his slaves". Insignificant? Well, maybe. But boy, these little tidbits sure make
American history lively. Here's another: The G.I. Bill, which
was taken advantage of by over 8 million Americans and
which was viewed as wildly excessively expensive, actually
returned in increased personal taxes "as much as ten times
as much as it cost to run the program in the first place".
All in all, I suspect this single volume will probably replace
staple texts used by history classes in schools today -- casting
aside volumes woefully out of date. And good news! You can
enroll in a course simply by buying and reading this book.

On Desperate Ground, Hampton Sides
To quote General Sherman from American
Civil War days, "War is Hell." And now, On
Desperate Ground details a Marine encounter at the Chosin Reservoir, the Korean War's greatest battle. Hell might well
be an understatement.
Hampton Sides, is a terrific story teller.
And this is one terrific story. There's General MacArthur who from remote and
cushy locations touts his boys will be at
The Yalu River (in Northern Korea) in a jiffy. "The push
North has been carefully designed." And it was "working
brilliantly". Really? Tell that one to those on "the desperate
grounds. Fortunately, for those in the trenches, there is a real
hero and leader, the soft-spoken yet tough and cerebral
Oliver Prince Smith.
The battle unfolds. Readers quickly find bullets whizzing
overhead and are not spared bone-chilling accounts of horrendous hardship. The Marines inflicted astonishing casualties -- over 30,000 killed in action with over 12,500 wounded.
They negotiated an epic retreat where Oliver Smith accomplished a historically successful "breakout". Or as a noted
Army historian (S. L. A. Marshall) claimed, "The Chosin
Reservoir campaign is perhaps the most brilliant divisional
feat of arms in the national history." A gripping, military tale.

Non-Fiction
Capitalism in America, Alan Greenspan and
Adrian Wooldridge
Former Fed Chairman and acclaimed Economist writer and historian examine ‘productivity growth’, the concept at the heart of
innovation and the root of capitalism. Where
does innovation come from, and how does it
spread through a society? Grappling with
these questions, the authors unfold a tale involving titanic figures, triumphant breakthroughs, as well as terrible moral failings.
Every crucial debate is here--from the role of
slavery in the antebellum Southern economy to the country’s violent mood swings in its openness to global trade. At heart,
America's genius has been its tolerance for the effects of ‘creative destruction’, the ceaseless churn of the old giving way to
the new, driven by new people and new ideas. Now in our time,
productivity growth has stalled and is again stirring up populist
furies. There's no better moment, the authors argue, to apply the
lessons of history to the most pressing question we face:
Whether the United States will preserve its preeminence as the
economic leader of the free world, or relinquish its position to
other less democratic powers.

Presidents of War, Michael Beschloss
After ten years research and writing,
Beschloss presents a fresh, intimate look at
American leaders as they took the nation into
conflict. His book brings us into the room as
they make the most difficult decisions that
face any President. From James Madison and
the War of 1812 to recent times, we see them
struggling with Congress, the courts, the press,
their own advisors and antiwar protesters;
seeking comfort from their spouses, families
and friends. We come to understand how these Presidents were
able to withstand the pressures of war—both physically and
emotionally—or were broken by them. Finally, Beschloss shows
us how far we have traveled from the time of our Founders, who
tried to constrain presidential power, to today when a single
leader has the potential to launch nuclear weapons that can destroy much of the human race.

Leadership in Turbulent Times,
Doris Kearns Goodwin
Acclaimed historian Goodwin draws upon the four presidents
she has studied most closely—Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson and tells how
they all faced dramatic reversals that disrupted their lives and threatened to shatter
their ambitions. Yet, in different ways, all
were able to confront the challenges of their
times and guided by a sense of moral purpose, used their talents to enlarge the opportunities and lives of others. An essential road
map for aspiring and established leaders in every field.

The Spy and the Traitor, Ben MacIntyre
Master of the true-life spy thriller (Agent
Zigzag, A Spy Among Friends) returns
with his greatest story yet, the thrilling
Americans-era tale of Oleg Gordievsky, a
Russian whose secret work helped hasten
the end of the Cold War. Posted to London
in 1968, he quickly became the Soviets’
top man. But by 1973 in a brilliant piece
of tradecraft, he was secretly working for
MI6. And for nearly a decade, as the Cold
War reached its twilight, Gordievsky
helped the West turn the tables on the KGB. Based on unprecedented access, including interviews with Gordievsky
and every officer involved in the case, Mcintyre’s research
brings readers deep into a world of treachery and betrayal,
and even filters down to the present Russian efforts to infiltrate our elections.(Gordievsky is now in hiding, under sentence of of death, fully aware of the long reach of the KGB.)

The Fifth Risk, Michael Lewis
"The election happened," says former
deputy secretary of the Department of
Energy. "And then there was radio silence." Michael Lewis’ new book starts
out with a common theme which we are
seeing in countless memoirs about the
Trump administration – that it was
woefully unprepared to govern our nation. But this book goes far beyond
that. Lewis looks beyond the political
and examines the technical aspects of running a government. He focuses on the responsibilities assigned to four
key government agencies, and the effect that an absence
of leadership and direction may have on our nation’s security and economic prosperity. His gift for making complicated details clearly and disturbingly comprehensible are
on full display as he analyses a government in disarray
Finally, he highlights some of the unsung heroes of the US
government who take incredible pride in their jobs – many
of whom now are opting to take early retirement packages
rather than face the hostilities of our politically fueled environment. Lewis’ narrative skill makes this book an easy
read while also delving deep into questions about the role
of the federal government in our day-to-day lives.

21 Lessons for the 21st Century, Yuval Harari
The author of Sapiens and Homo Deus,
two surprising best sellers that definitely
take the long view, now brings us a probing and visionary investigation into
today’s most urgent issues as we move
into the uncharted territory of the future.
As technology advances faster than our
understanding of it, hacking becomes a
tactic of war, and the world feels more polarized than ever, Harari addresses the
challenge of navigating life in the face of
constant and disorienting change and raises the important
questions we need to ask ourselves in order to survive.

Music & Art
Led Zeppelin All the Songs, Jean-Michel
Guesdon, Philippe Margotin
Fans can celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the band with this book that
tells all about the genesis of their
lyrics, the inspiration for their album
covers, the instruments used for their
songs, and the studio magic that made
all nine albums go platinum, including
Led Zeppelin IV which was certified
x23 platinum and has sold more than
37 million copies worldwide.

Imagine John Yoko, John Lennon & Yoko Ono
Compiled and curated by Yoko Ono, this
volume is the definitive inside story told
in revelatory detail of the making of the
legendary album and all that surrounded it: The locations, the creative
team, the artworks and the films—all
told in the words of the people who were
there. With a message as resonant
today as it was in 1971, this landmark
publication is a fitting tribute to John &
Yoko and their place in cultural history.

Vogue X Music, Editors of American Vogue
Whether they’re contemporary stars or
classic idols, the world’s most popular
musicians have always graced the
pages of Vogue. Spanning the magazine’s 126 years, this breathtaking book
is filled with striking portraits by some
of the great photographers of the century. You’ll find Madonna beside David
Bowie, Kendrick Lamar, Patti Smith
and many more captured through the
lens of Annie Leibowitz, Richard Avedon and others. Excerpts from interviews with rock stars, blues singers, and rappers, are included on
nearly every page.

Thanks a Lot, Mr. Kibblewhite: My Story,
Roger Daltrey
The frontman of one of the greatest bands
of all time tells the story of his rise from
nothing to rock 'n' roll megastar, and his
wild journey as the voice of ‘The Who.’
Amidst all the music and mayhem, the
drugs, the premature deaths, the ruined
hotel rooms, Roger is the perfect narrator,
remaining sober (relatively), observant
and determined to make a place in music
history for the band he loves.

Ninth Street Women, Mary Gabriel
This is the passionate, wild, and sometimes tragic chronicle of five women—Lee
Krasner, Elaine de Kooning, Grace Hartigan, Joan Mitchell, and Helen Frankenthaler—who dared to enter the
male-dominated world of twentieth-century abstract painting, not as muses, but
as artists in their own right. In 1950’s New
York, from their cold-water lofts, where
they worked, drank, fought, and loved,
these women changed American art and society, tearing up
the prevailing social code and replacing it with a doctrine of
liberation.

The Man in the Glass House:
Mark Lamster
When Philip Johnson died in 2005, he was
one of the most influential figures on the
American cultural scene. With his famous
Glass House in New Caanan, CT, his controversial AT&T Building in NYC, and
many other landmarks, his vision had an
indelible impact on modern architecture.
In this new biography, the author looks beyond his role as a ‘consummate power broker’ to tell the story
of a charming yet deeply flawed man—a rollercoaster tale of
the perils of wealth, privilege, and ambition and an insightful
probe into the dynamics of American culture.

Just Kids, Patti Smith, Illustrated Edition
Dylan by Schatzberg, Jerry Schatzberg
In 1965, the well established celebrity
photographer listened to Bob Dylan for
the first time. He understood immediately why Dylan was inspiring such
passionate excitement. Through a fortuitous meeting with his friends, Jerry
was introduced to the reclusive singer
and established an almost instant
sense of rapport that gave hin unprecedented access to photograph him
in his most creative and fun loving moments. This book manages to capture the many facets of one of
the most unique, complex and mysterious individuals of all time.

Patti’s Smith’s exquisite prose is generously illustrated in this full-color
edition of her classic coming-of-age
memoir. New York locations come to
life where, as young artists, Patti
Smith and Robert Mapplethorpe met
and fell in love. The extraordinary people who passed through their lives are
also pictured: Sam Shepard, Harry
Smith, William Burroughs, and Allen
Ginsberg. Along with never-beforepublished photographs, drawings, and ephemera, this edition
captures a moment in New York when everything was possible. And when two kids seized their destinies as artists and
soul mates in this inspired story of love and friendship.

Other Places ~ Other Faces
The Travel Atlas, Lonely Planet
What a great idea! One of the long established experts in travel have combined
mapping experience with destination
knowledge to produce an atlas that makes
it easy to plan adventures and discover remarkable places around the planet.
Themed itineraries ranging from two days
to two weeks highlight the best sights, and
trip planning tools like climate information and transport hubs will help you get
there and away with minimum hassle
and maximum pleasure.

Through Her Lens, Eva Sereny
Sereny reveals her favorite moments
working behind the camera in this
gorgeous hommage to '70s and '80s
cinema and celebrity. From a stay at
Paul Newman's home in Connecticut
to working on set with Bernardo
Bertolucci, Sydney Pollack, and other
directors, this retrospective of her
star-studded career includes many
never-before-seen images complemented by Eva's own stories.

Shade: A Tale of Two Presidents , Pete Souza
Journeys of a Lifetime, National Geographic
Featuring 120 new places, this best-selling, inspirational travel guide reveals 500
celebrated and lesser-known destinations
around the globe—from ocean cruises in
Antarctica to horse treks in the Andes.
Completely revised and updated for its
10th anniversary, each chapter features
stunning photography, full-color maps,
and practical tips, including how to get
there, when to visit, and how to make
your journey a memorable experience
that you will treasure for years.

America's Great River Journeys: 50 Canoe, Kayak,
and Raft Adventures, Tim Palmer
Whether you’re a novice paddler or a
hard-core white-water enthusiast, this
book with beautiful photographs and
descriptions of our nation’s 50 finest
river trips will inspire you to get your
gear and go. Included are practical tips
about the length of trips, seasonal preferences, difficulty of white water, joys
of camping along the shores, availability of professional outfitters, and more.

Infinite Wonder: An Astronaut's Photographs
from a Year in Space, Scott Kelly
One’s perspective shifts when one
lives for an entire year-in the isolating, unforgiving vacuum of
space. Among his many challenging tasks. Scott Kelly mastered
the rare art of microgravity photography. Using a special lens, he
panned the camera as the shutter
released in order to compensate
for the space station's velocity: 17,500 mph relative to the earth.
This collection of his photography alongside his own commentary
captures his journey on the International Space Station, the vastness of space, and the unparalleled beauty of our own home planet.

Shade is a portrait in Presidential contrasts, telling the tale of the Obama and
Trump administrations through a series of juxtaposed photographs that
Souza posted on Instagram. His unforgettable images of President Obama deliver new power and meaning when
framed by the tweets, news headlines,
and quotes that defined the first 500
days of the Trump White House.

Steve McCurry: A Life in Pictures,
Bonnie McCurry, Steve McCurry
Recipient of numerous awards, McCurry has worked for National Geographic and has been a member of
Magnum since 1986. His most famous photo “Afghan Girl,” the girl
with the piercing green eyes, is only
one of over 350 images included in
this retrospective. Covering many
war torn areas, his camera focuses
on the individual. “ I try to convey
what it is like to be that person, a
person caught in a broader landscape, that you could call the human condition.” Text from
Bonnie McCurry, gives valuable context to the photographs.

Jimmy Nelson Homage to Humanity,
Jimmy Nelson
Jimmy Nelson believes the new
global language is photography. He
has traveled the world to visit native
people within small remote settlements and to portray the unique
beauty of all varieties of human life.
His amazing images celebrate not
only our diversity, but also our
shared values of individuality and
community. This powerful work is a
plea to respect and cherish our common humanity.

Cooking
This season the batch of new cookbooks from some of our
most popular chefs are striking in the similar approach the
authors have adopted in editing their recipes: Make it fast,
make it easy, make it delicious. Bon Appétit to all those busy
home cooks!

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
AT 7 PM
Dorie Greenspan
at The Darien Library
1441 Post Road
presents

Cook Like a Pro:
Recipes and Tips for Home Cooks, Ina Garten
In Cook Like a Pro, Ina shares some of
her most irresistible recipes and very
best "pro tips," from the secret to making her custardy, slow-cooked Truffled
Scrambled Eggs to the key to the
crispiest and juiciest Fried Chicken
Sandwiches. Beginner and advanced
cooks alike will love Ina's delectable
recipes, and if you have questions along
the way, don't worry—Ina's practical
cooking advice talks you through every
detail, as though she were right there by your side. With
beautiful photos and a treasury of pro tips that span prepping, making, and serving, as Ina says, "You don't have to be
a pro to cook like one!"

Everyday Dorie: The Way I Cook
To the hundreds of thousands who follow her on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook, Dorie Greenspan’s
recipes are instant classics. In Everyday Dorie, she invites readers into her kitchen to
savor the dishes that she makes
all the time. What makes a “Dorie
recipe”? Each one has a small surprise that makes it special. And
they invite creative mixing and
matching that lend to a variety
uses whether appetizer, side dish,
main course, etc. Each recipe is
like a best friend in the kitchen,
full of Dorie’s infectious love of cooking and her trademark hand-holding directions.

Comfort in an Instant, Melissa Clark

Ottolenghi Simple, Yotam Ottolenghi

Juggling busy schedules make it challenging to get a meal on the table in
time for all the family to enjoy. In her
new book, Melissa Clark comes to the
rescue with 75 new recipes—50 of
which can be made in under an hour
start to finish. Without sacrificing her
trademark deep flavors, she adapts
such comfort food classics as Chipotle
Pork Tacos and Sriracha Turkey Meatloaf for any electric pressure cooker,
multicooker, or Instant Pot. Now, without fuss or muss, you
can prepare a great meal and send the troops on their way.

Ottolenghi presents 130 streamlined
recipes packed with his signature
Middle Eastern–inspired flavors, all
made in 30 minutes or less, with 10
or fewer ingredients, in a single pot,
using pantry staples, or prepared
ahead of time for brilliantly, deliciously simple meals. Brunch gets a
make-over with Braised Eggs with
Leeks and Za’atar; Lamb and Feta
Meatballs bring ease to the weeknight table. This is elemental Ottolenghi for everyone.

Milk Street: Tuesday Nights,
Christopher Kimball

Food52 Genius Desserts: 100 Recipes That
Will Change the Way You Bake,
Kristen Miglore

Kimball and his team of cooks and editors search the world for straightforward techniques that deliver delicious
dinners in less time. Here they present
more than 200 solutions that will
transform your weeknight cooking,
showing how to make simple, healthy,
delicious meals using pantry staples
and just a few other ingredients. Here
are some of the fresh, inventive meals
that come together in minutes: Rigatoni Carbonara with Ricotta; Vietnamese Meatball Lettuce
Wraps; White Balsamic Chicken with Tarragon; Seared Strip
Steak with Almond-Rosemary Salsa Verde. Yum!

Kristen Miglore set out to unearth
the most game-changing dessert
recipes from beloved cookbook authors, chefs, and bakers—and collect them all in one indispensable
guide. This led her to iconic
desserts spanning the last century: Maida Heatter’s East 62nd
Street Lemon Cake, François Payard’s Flourless Chocolate-Walnut
Cookies, and Nancy Silverton’s
Butterscotch Budino. But it also turned up little-known
gems along with genius tips, riffs, and mini-recipes, and
the lively stories behind each one. Gorgeous photographs.

Home & Garden
The Gardens of Bunny Mellon,
Linda Holden, Roger Foley (Phtgr)
Throughout her life, “Bunny” Mellon’s
greatest passion was garden design. She
and her husband maintained many beautiful estates, and she designed the gardens at all of them. She also did gardens
for her many friends, including the Rose
Garden and the East Garden at the
White House at the request of President
Kennedy. All are featured in this book,
beautifully photographed, along with her
plans, sketches, and watercolors. Holden’s
text is based on interviews with Mellon before her death in 2014.

Life Along the Hudson, Peter Estersohn
Originally owned by the Livingston family
who settled the area in the late 17th century, this stretch of real estate offers some
historically outstanding examples of American architecture and landscape design.
Featuring 35 homes designed in a range of
styles by architects such as Stanford
White, Warren and Wetmore, and many
more, this gorgeous volume offers a virtual
tour of exquisite interiors, intimate garden
nooks and landscapes that sweep down to
riverfront views. Formerly, the country homes for wealthy families
escaping the city, many have been restored to their former splendor.

Gifts to peruse
Let's Eat France!, François-Régis Gaudry
Chef and restaurateur Dan Barber
calls this amazing book, a “literary
pot-au-feu—a stew of ingredients and
stories that perfectly captures French
cuisine.” The subtitle pretty much
says it all: 1,250 specialty foods, 375
iconic recipes, 350 topics, 260 personalities, plus hundreds of maps, charts,
tricks, and tips. Adding to the overall
delight of the book is the random
arrangement of its content making
each page a found treasure. It’s a book you’ll open anywhere—and never want to close.

The New Yorker Encyclopedia of Cartoons,
Bob Mankoff and David Remnick
This monumental, two-volume, slip-cased
collection is the essential gift for anyone
with a sense of humor. Bob Mankoff, cartoon editor at the magazine for two
decades, has reached back into the
archives, selected the best work and organized the cartoons into themes. The result is
hilarious, and his commentary throughout
adds both depth and whimsy. From A to Z,
this is a resource you will reach for again
and again to brighten your day.

All Over the Map: A Cartographic Odyssey,
Betsy Mason, Greg Miller
Created for map lovers by map
lovers, this visually stunning book,
published by National Geographic
explores the intriguing stories behind maps from a wide variety of
cultures, civilizations, and time periods. Based on interviews with scores
of leading cartographers, curators,
historians, and scholars, this is a remarkable selection of fascinating
and unusual maps.

Nina Campbell Interior Decoration: Elegance
and Ease, Giles Kime, Paul Raeside (Phtgr)
This book is for people who love English design, one of the
most enduring decorating styles of the past fifty years—traditional interiors with vibrant colors, luxurious textiles, pareddown elegance, and, above all, true comfort.

May I Come In?, Wendy Goodman
In her 30 years of design hunting, the author has visited an
astonishing array of private houses notable for their character,
personality, and flair. Here she visits more than 75 that capture and express their owners’ spirit and passions and every
room, eclectic and original, has a story to tell!

1,000 Books to Read Before You Die,
James Mustich
Celebrate the pleasure of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as compulsively readable, entertaining, surprising,
and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles
it recommends. Covering every genre, its
alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost
every turn of the page. Like browsing in
the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a
completely unknown author and work,
and feel that tingle of discovery—a lifechanging list for a lifetime of reading.

Barrett Bookstore
314 Heights Road
Darien, CT 06820
Tel: 203-655-2712
www.barrettbookstore.com
Store Hours
Monday—Friday:
10:00 am—6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Sundays: Nov. 25—Dec. 23:
11:00 am —4:00 pm

Books to Inspire
How to Be a Good Creature, Sy Montgomery,
Rebecca Green (Illustrator)
This restorative memoir reflects on the personalities and quirks of thirteen animals—Sy’s
friends—and the truths revealed by their
grace. It also explores vast themes: the otherness and sameness of people and animals; the
various ways we learn to love and become empathetic; how we find our passion; how we create our families; coping with loss and despair;
gratitude; forgiveness; and most of all, how to
be a good creature in the world.

Gmorning, Gnight! Lin-Manuel Miranda,
Jonny Sun (Illustrator)
Before he inspired the world with Hamilton, LinManuel Miranda was inspiring his Twitter followers with words of encouragement at the beginning
and end of each day. Now, done with Twitter, he
has gathered the best of his greetings into a beautiful collection with whimsical drawings by Jonny
Sun. Full of comfort and motivation, Gmorning,
Gnight! is a touchstone for anyone who needs a
quick lift. A perfect gift to keep by your bedside.

Art Matters, Neil Gaiman,
Chris Riddell (Illustrator)
Drawn from Gaiman’s trove of published
speeches, poems, and creative manifestos, Art
Matters is an embodiment of this the author’s vision—an exploration of how reading, imagining,
and creating can transform the world and our
lives. With original illustrations, this book is a
stirring testament to the freedom of ideas that inspires us to make art in the face of adversity, and
dares us to choose to be bold.

Libby Stowell, our store manager, and Susan Cator,
President of the Darien Chamber of Commerce.
Hooray!!

Almost Everything: Notes on Hope,
Anne Lamott
In this profound and funny book, the author
calls for each of us to rediscover the nuggets of
hope and wisdom that are buried within us
and that can make life sweeter than we ever
imagined. Divided into short chapters that explore life's essential truths, Almost Everything
pinpoints these moments of insight as it shines
an encouraging light forward. Candid and caring, and sometimes hilarious, this is the book
we need and that only Anne Lamott can write.

